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ft A year after the police killing of George Floyd 
wee set off a wave of social Justice activism, San 
—— ! Franciscans contemplate how to create a better, 
Safer, and more equitable world — but real 
change can be hard to come by. 
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And by the way, others agree with you. 
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REFUNDING POLICE? 


Last summer, Mayor Breed promised 
to reallocate $120 million from law 
enforcement to the Black community. 
That's no longer the plan. 

BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER& VERONICAIRWIN 
PAGE 5 


WHOSE STREETS? 

The Mid-Market Vibrancy and Safety 
Plan includes police on foot patrol 
working with ‘community 
ambassadors.’ 

BYVERONICAIRWIN 

PAGE 13 


BACKIN ROTATION 


We asked leading infectious disease 
experts a burning question about 
whether it’s safe for fully vaccinated 
people to share joints, bowls, and 
bongs again. 

BYJOEKUKURA 

PAGE 15 


SF PLAYHOUSE REOPENS 


One of the first in-door theater 
productions ina year is atimely 
reminder of government-sanctioned 
anti-Asian racism. 

BY CHARLES LEWIS III 
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GRAND REOPENING 


FORN 


Restrictions lifted « Masks optional 


steve@greenberg-arl.com 


Sorry to burst your bubble. 


Open Questions 


N JUNE 19, 1865, General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, 
() Texas, to let enslaved African Americans know that they were free — 
four months after the end of the Civil War, and almost three years 
since President Abraham Lincoln delivered the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion. Nearly 150 years later, Juneteenth — as the holiday is now known — 
is cause for nationwide celebration. 

This year’s Juneteenth brings with it both cause for jubilation and som- 
ber reflection. It’s been 15 months since San Francisco and the broader Bay 
Area first entered into an unprecedented lockdown aimed at slowing the 
spread of COVID-19. This June also marks one year since street protests 
gave way to widespread instances of police brutality and rioting in cities all 
over the country — as George Floyd’s killing spurred a nationwide reckon- 
ing with systemic racism. 

As we arrive at the halfway mark of 2021 and California officially “re- 
opens,’ much remains to be seen about how our society will navigate the 
murky and roiling waters before us. Will locals throw down their face 
coverings and slip right back into life as many did on Nov. 21, 1918 — the 
last time a mask mandate was lifted in San Francisco? Will Mayor London 
Breed and her progressive colleagues on the Board of Supervisors make 
any meaningful progress on defunding the police? 

Local bars, restaurants, and performance venues are certainly hoping 
that even if San Franciscans stay masked, they won't be too scared to walk 
out the front door. SF Weekly film critic Charles S. Lewis III put on a brave 
face when attending the first indoor, in-person theater production he’s tak- 
en in since the pandemic began (page 20). Mayor Breed, on the other hand, 
has a bit of egg on her face now that SF Weekly reporters Veronica Irwin 
and Benjamin Schneider have revealed that she broke her promise to move 
$120 million from the San Francisco Police Department into a program 
aimed at assisting underserved communities of color (page 5). 

It’s not that the mayor is making no effort to reform law enforcement in 
San Francisco. The Mid-Market Vibrancy and Safety Plan (page 9) deploys 
both uniformed police and non-police with lived experience in low-income 
communities to patrol the Mid-Market neighborhood and connect people 
to social services, rather than issue citations or make arrests. But critics 
say the involvement of any sworn officers misses the point of the move- 
ment to defund police. Plus, they argue, using citizen patrols to funnel 
crime reports to the SFPD is simply policing in the guise of a community 
support initiative. 

No one is saying any of this was supposed to be easy, but it does prompt 
us to ask a pointed question: If the Black woman mayor of the capital of the 
Left Coast can’t figure out how to effectively defund the police, who can? 


—Nick Veronin, Editor 
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RESTAURANTS 
STRUGGLE TO HIRE 
YL elececcoccccdcdededddddedddddedeedededa 
I worked as a server for about 
2 years prior to borrowing 
myself into debt to escape 

it for grad school. Waitering 
was awful, dehumanizing 
work that paid sh*t and left 
me with psychic scars. I’m not 
surprised people don’t want 
to go back to it. 


—@808Delay 





PIRATES OF THE BAY 


MUM Nah hh 


Read this great piece last 
night. Thank you for shining a 
light on an ongoing issue. Had 
no idea! #createaffordable- 


housing @®& 


GOLDEN GATEKEEPERS 
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—@bennetthall 


I'm a bit ae by logic 
of your recent article, “Golden 
Gatekeepers,’ as it mislead- 
ingly presents tech workers 
and the City’s low-income res- 
idents as if their relationship 
were between equals and not 
utterly asymmetrical in nature. 


San Franciscans don’t resent 
individual tech employees; im- 
plying this is simply engaging 
in the straw man fallacy. Rath- 
er, San Franciscans 

are justly critical of the high 
tech industry’s disproportion- 
ate political influence due to 
its seemingly infinite access to 
cash. This is a democracy after 
all, and criticizing undemocrat- 
ic and monopolistic business 
practices is a per- 
fectly healthy and 
reasonable activity 
for an enlightened 
people to engage in. 





—Mira Martin-Parker 


This letter has been edited and 
condensed. 
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‘A BLACK SAN FRANCISCO THING: 
UMMM hh bb bd 
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SF Black Wallstreet plans its 2nd annual Juneteenth celebration. 
BY VERONICA IRWIN 


The Bayview-based organization SF Black Wallstreet hosted their first 
Juneteenth celebration last June. It was a family-friendly, mid-sized, and 
joyful affair at Gilman playground. However, in between food vendors doling 
out hot plates and small businesses selling their wares, organizers took a 
moment to pause and acknowledge the significance of the moment. 

“This is a statement — a very radical event that’s happening in San Fran- 
cisco’ said SF Black Wallstreet co-founder Tiffany Carter, who was filmed for 
a YouTube video commemorating the event. “This isn’t a Bayview thing, this 
isn’t a Fillmore thing... this is a Black San Francisco thing.” 

This year, SF Black Wallstreet’s Juneteenth event is back, and even bigger 
than the year before. Running from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 20, at 
Gilman Park, the event includes a car show, a “Lil Miss Juneteenth” pageant, 
amusement park rides, vendors, live performances, and a “COVID Health 
Zone’ with testing and vaccinations. Small, Black-owned businesses will 
have opportunities to sell their wares, while some of the city’s best restaura- 
teurs will be serving attendees. All together, the event is expected to far out- 
do last year’s attendance. “It’s going to be huge” predicts SF Black Wallstreet 
co-founder Tinisch Hollins. 

June 20 is also Father’s Day, which the organizers are recognizing with a 
“Father of the Year” competition. Participants are invited to post a photo of 
their dad on social media with a caption explaining why they should win and 
tag @sfblackwallstreet by June 17. On June 20, the Father of the Year will be 
announced and given an award on the event’s main stage, sponsored by the 
Golden State Warriors. Additionally, fathers can reserve a “Father’s Day VIP 
Tent,” which comes with private seating, a catered meal, a complimentary 
cocktail or beer, and a gift bag online. 

Other sponsors of the event include the Bayview Hunters Point YMCA, 
Livable City, Recology, Teamsters Local 350, and Young Community De- 
velopers. The SF Juneteenth Fillmore Festival is sponsoring SF Black Wall- 
street’s Sunday event as well, despite the fact that the African American Arts 
& Culture Center is moving forward with a separate Juneteenth “Black Fam- 
ily Reunion” concert event on Saturday, June 19. Together, it will be a busy, 
celebratory weekend in San Francisco. 

To quote the SF Black Wallstreet Juneteenth flyer, “it’s official like a refer- 
ee whistle!” 


Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer at SF Weekly. ) @vronirwin 
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The Golden State has 
dropped virtually all 
COVID-19 restrictions. 


BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


It has been a long 15 months 

of wearing masks and avoiding 
public places. But as of June 15, 
California has lifted nearly all 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

That means bars, restaurants, 
stores, concert venues, and gyms 
— virtually all business estab- 
lishments — can open at full 
capacity, sans masks. Business 
owners and operators can impose 
their own masking or vaccination 
requirements if they so choose. 
Please don’t be a dick — follow 
the rules set by the businesses 
you re patronizing. 

“The people of San Francis- 
co have done an incredible job 
during this pandemic of listening 
to our public health experts and 
following the guidance to keep 
each other safe,” said Mayor Lon- 
don Breed in a statement. “To- 
gether we have saved thousands 
of lives. On June 15, we will be 
taking an incredible step forward 
by aligning our reopening with 
the state. I’m excited that the 
City is coming alive again and I 
can’t wait to see what lies ahead 
for San Francisco. Please continue 
to do your part (and) make sure 
that you and everyone you know 
— friends, families, neighbors — 
are getting vaccinated so we can 
finally end this pandemic.” 

Masks will continue to be 
required in schools and at child 
care facilities, hospitals, prisons, 
homeless shelters, and on air- 
planes and public transportation. 
The federal mask requirement 
for public transportation is set to 
expire Sept. 13. 

At indoor “mega-events” of 
greater than 5,000 people, at- 
tendees still will be required to 
show proof of vaccination or a 
negative test, so be sure to check 
in on the requirements for major 
concerts. The same rules for out- 
door mega-events with more than 
10,000 attendees, like baseball 
games, are recommended, but not 
required. Those rules are expected 
to be in place until Oct. 1. 

Of course, no matter where 
you are, you can always wear a 
mask if you want — and accord- 
ing to the Examiner, it seems 
many are still electing to. 


sfweekly.com 





San Francisco HIV Frontline Organizing Group Funded by SF DPH 





Benjamin Schneider is a staff writer. 
@urbenschneider 
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Mayor London Breed drew splashy headlines earlier this year after announcing a plan to move money from the SFPD to help local communities of color. 


Last summer, Mayor Breed promised to reallocate $120 million from law enforcement to the Black community. 
That's nolonger the plan. BYVERONICA IRWIN & BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


N JULY OF 2020, local and 

national media outlets helped 

spread the word: The mayor of 

one of the country’s most lib- 
eral cities was taking a major step 
toward defunding the police. “San 
Francisco Proposes To Shift $120 
Million From Police To Tackle 
Racial Disparities,” one NPR head- 
line read. 

One year and a new city budget 
later, the effort to tackle dispar- 
ities in the Black community — 
known as the Dream Keeper Initia- 
tive — is proceeding as advertised. 


The promise to shift funds away 
from law enforcement? Not so 
much. 

In fact, whether funds ever were 
reallocated from law enforcement 
to the degree that Mayor London 
Breed claimed was always ques- 
tionable, a matter of statistics and 
semantics as much as concrete po- 
litical priorities. But in light of this 
year's proposed budget and con- 
firmation from the mayor’s office, 
there’s no longer any doubt: Law 
enforcement spending is going up 
and the Dream Keeper Initiative 


is now being paid for through the 
General Fund. 

In other words, the mayor’s 
pledge to redirect $120 million 
from law enforcement to the Black 
community in the wake of last 
summer's protest movement was 
only partially true. 

The activists who mobilized 
to call on the city to defund the 
police are not happy — especially 
given all of the positive media 
coverage Breed generated when 
she announced these law enforce- 
ment cuts. 


“This is something we have to 
fight over and over again,’ says 
Jamie Chen, an organizer with the 
group Defund SFPD. “The mayor 
comes out with these seemingly 
bold and aggressive plans using 
the language of social justice, but 
underneath are really status quo, if 
not worse, policies.” 


THE NUMBERS 


Mayor Breed released her pro- 
posed budget June 1, beginning 
a negotiation process with the 
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Board of Supervisors that must be 
completed by the end of July. The 
numbers in the budget are not yet 
final, although they likely repre- 
sent a fairly close approximation 
of the final document. 

When it comes to defunding 
police, the proposed budget largely 
goes in the opposite direction. 
There continue to be cuts to the 
San Francisco Police Department, 
at least for the coming fiscal year, 
but the Sheriff, District Attorney, 
and probation departments are all 
set to see budget increases. Each 
of these law enforcement depart- 
ments, including the police, will 
see increased contributions from 
the General Fund to make up for 
decreases in revenue sources such 
as sales taxes. That’s significant be- 
cause General Fund contributions 
were the metric the city budget 
department used to come up with 
$120 million in cuts to law en- 
forcement that was advertised last 
year. But more on that later. 

For the proposed 2021-22 bud- 
get, the San Francisco Police De- 
partment’s allocation will decrease 
by $6 million, from about $668 
million to $661 million. Those 
cuts can nearly all be attributed to 
decreased demand for police at the 
airport. However, in the following 
fiscal year, the city projects the 
police budget will increase once 
again to $689 million. That’s close 
to the police budget’s all-time high 
of $692 million in FY 2019-20. By 
way of comparison, in FY 2010-11, 
the police budget weighed in at 
$445 million. 

The Sheriff’s budget is increas- 
ing by $25 million from the last 
fiscal year, up to about $270 
million. The District Attorney’s 
budget is increasing by $6 million, 
and the probation departments are 
seeing their budgets increase by 
millions as well, despite their com- 
paratively smaller size. All told, 
General Fund spending on law en- 
forcement in this year’s proposed 
budget is about $50 million great- 
er than last year’s adopted budget 
projection for this year. 

At least some of the increased 
funding for law enforcement is 
designed to yield outcomes that 
many progressive activists would 
appreciate. Even as it returns to 
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It was extremely frustrating 
to see the mayor come out 
with this problematic budget 
and control the narrative.’ 


pre-COVID staffing levels, the 
office of District Attorney Chesa 
Boudin plans to use resources to 
reduce racial disparities in pros- 
ecution and expand diversionary 
programs as an alternative to in- 
carceration. The Sheriff has funds 
earmarked to create a database for 
body camera footage. The police 
budget includes funding for three 
new staff positions to increase the 
department’s transparency and 
accountability. This year’s budget 
also notes that 70 percent of police 
recruits in the last three years have 
been people of color. 

The city’s Street Crisis Response 
Teams, which were designed to re- 
duce the need for police to respond 
to homelessness, mental health, 
and drug-related problems, are not 
being funded through any law en- 
forcement agency. 


FUZZY MATH 


In this year’s proposed budget, 
Breed reiterates the city’s com- 
mitment to the Dream Keeper 
Initiative, a $120 investment in 
various programs designed to help 
the Black community. Board of 
Supervisors President Shamann 
Walton, who collaborated with the 
mayor on the initiative, called it “a 
first step towards true reparations 
for the Black community here in 
San Francisco,’ in a February press 
release. 

However, unlike last year’s bud- 
get proposal — where the mayor 
wrote in the executive summary, 
“My budget redirects $120 million 
over the next two years from law 
enforcement to the African Amer- 
ican community,’ along with sim- 
ilar declarations in several other 
places — this year’s budget largely 
glosses over where the Dream 
Keeper funds come from. 

This year’s budget makes only 
one mention of “reinvest|ing] 
funds from law enforcement into 
San Francisco's Black and African 
American community” — on page 
240. Nowhere does this year’s 
budget indicate that all or even 
most of the Dream Keeper money 
is coming from cuts to law enforce- 
ment. 

Andy Lynch, Breed’s press direc- 
tor, confirmed in an email that the 
city is changing course, increasing 
funds for law enforcement while 
funding the Dream Keeper Initia- 
tive through the General Fund. 

“Last year, we reduced General 
Fund support to law enforcement 
departments, which allowed 
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for these initiatives [the Dream 
Keeper Initiative] to be created 
and funded, while also closing 

a projected $1.5 billion budget 
shortfall,” Lynch wrote in an email. 
“We're continuing the funding 

for the Dream Keeper programs 
through the General Fund in this 
budget proposal.” 

Lynch added: “Many depart- 
ments, including law enforcement 
departments, have an increased 
budget this year compared to last 
year as revenues are projected 
to increase as the City benefits 
from additional state and federal 
support.” 

Even last year, when the Dream 
Keeper Initiative and correspond- 
ing law enforcement budget 
cuts were announced and widely 
reported on in the media, there 
were major questions as to how 
the mayor’s budget office arrived 
at that $120 million figure. But 
most media coverage ignored the 
citywide budget cuts that were 
taking place at the same time, and 
the statistical oddities that come 
from the city’s two-year budget 
planning cycle. Media outlets 
also widely reported that the city 
would be making $80 million in 
cuts to the police department, and 
$40 million in cuts to the sheriff’s 
department, adding up to $120 
million over two years. In fact, cuts 
to those two departments were 
always slated to be lower, with the 
difference accounted for by cuts to 
the District Attorney and proba- 
tion departments. 

Here’s how the number-crunch- 
ing worked: Every summer, the 
budget for the upcoming fiscal 
year is finalized by the Board of 
Supervisors and the mayor, while 
the budget for the following year 
is “adopted,” providing a blueprint 
for future spending. For instance, 
the proposed budget released June 
1 contains figures for FY 21-22 and 
FY 22-23. By the end of the sum- 
mer, the city will have a final bud- 
get for FY 21-22 and an “adopted,” 
planned budget for FY 22-23. 

The approximately $120 million 
in cuts to law enforcement for 
the 2020-21/ 2021-22 two-year 
budget cycle were based on the 
projected budget for 2020-21 
“adopted” the year prior. Law en- 
forcement agencies were slated to 
receive $860 million in General 
Fund contributions in 2020-21, 
but last summer, the mayor’s pro- 
posed budget amended that figure 
to $797 million, representing a 
decrease of $63 million. Extend- 
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ing those cuts for the following 
fiscal year then brings you into 

the ballpark of that $120 million 
figure. Using the finalized 2019-20 
budget, which was then the most 
recent budget to actually get spent, 
the mayor’s proposed cuts to law 
enforcement for the following year 
added up to $30 million. 

“It’s been highly confusing,” 
Supervisor Dean Preston said 
of the plan at a budget meeting 
on Aug. 14, 2020. Preston added 
that when he was director of the 
nonprofit Tenants Together, that 
kind of arithmetic wouldn't fly. 

“If we had a million dollar budget, 
and my board came to me and said 
they want to reduce the budget by 
10 percent, I wouldn't be saying 
we previously last year approved 

a future budget that would go up 
100,000, so actually if we just wipe 
that out we’ve met your cut.” 

The cuts to law enforcement 
announced last year also came in 
the context of cuts across the city 
budget as San Francisco dealt with 
the economic fallout of COVID-19. 
Ultimately, the decrease in General 
Fund spending on law enforce- 
ment in the final budget was only 
one percent greater than the de- 
crease in the General Fund overall. 

“It was extremely frustrating to 
see [Mayor Breed] be able to come 
out with this problematic budget, 
and be able to control the narrative 
and say, look, Iam defunding law 
enforcement by $120 million and 
reinvesting in the Black communi- 
ty, when the folks who are actually 
looking at the numbers saw that 
this was almost a complete fallacy,” 
Defund SFPD’s Chen says. 

While the mayor’s office now 
admits that decreases in law en- 
forcement spending are no longer 
funding the Dream Keeper Initia- 
tive, it nonetheless looks like the 
city will come close to reducing 
General Fund contributions to 


law enforcement by $120 million 
over two years, as compared to 

the previously adopted FY 20-21 
baseline. In last year’s final budget, 
General Fund spending on law en- 
forcement declined $76.1 million 
compared to that baseline, follow- 
ing further cuts to the mayor’s 
proposed budget decrease of $63.5 
million from the Board of Super- 
visors. Despite increasing signifi- 
cantly from last year’s projections, 
the General Fund contributions 
for law enforcement in this year’s 
proposed budget are still $33.8 
million below that baseline. 

That means over the two year 
budget period, the city reduced 
law enforcement spending to the 
tune of $110 million. As the budget 
process continues, supervisors will 
have the opportunity to propose 
further cuts that could get closer to 
$120 million, like they did last year. 

But it’s important to recall 
that all of these figures live in 
the methodological universe set 
up by the mayor and her staff. If 
you compare General Fund con- 
tributions for law enforcement in 
this year’s proposed budget to FY 
19-20, the baseline that Preston 
said would have been a more ap- 
propriate point of comparison, the 
net decline is less than $1 million. 
By FY 22-23, the General Fund 
contribution to law enforcement 
is expected to be nearly identical 
— at about $860 million — to the 
previously adopted budget for FY 
20-21, the starting point for the 
$120 million in cuts. 

In hindsight, the cuts to law en- 
forcement from last year really did 
seem to be largely about balancing 
the budget, as Lynch indicated. With 
a brighter fiscal picture ahead, the 
city is headed right back to where it 
started before last summer's protest 
movement, at least when it comes to 
law enforcement spending. 


DREAM KEEPERS 


No matter where the money is 
coming from, the $120 million 
Dream Keeper Initiative is really 
happening. 

The Human Rights Commission 
led approximately 60 meetings 
with community members to 
determine how the funds for the 
Dream Keeper Initiative should be 
spent, according to Sheryl Davis, 
executive director of the HRC. “The 
community has been engaged, 
typically the Black community, in 
designing and helping to identify 
where to allocate funds. We talked 
a lot about which departments 
they trusted and which they 
didn’t. And it’s been an interesting 
conversation with folks over the 
last year.” 

Initially, the funds were going to 
be distributed through the Depart- 
ment of Public Health, the Human 
Rights Commission, and the Office 
of Workforce and Economic De- 
velopment (OEWD). But through 
the public outreach process, allo- 
cations were added to the Mayor’s 
Office of Housing and Community 
Development and other depart- 
ments. Davis and Lynch confirmed 
the Dream Keeper Initiative funds 
for this year and next add up to 
$120 million, although some of 
the money may be spent over mul- 
tiple years. 

Programs that will get fund- 
ing through the Dream Keeper 
Initiative include a basic income 
program through the OEWD, and 
new funds for small businesses, 
housing, and health care — all 
specifically targeting the Black 
community. Davis says more infor- 
mation on these programs will be 
forthcoming soon. 

While Chen of Defund SFPD 
finds some of the Dream Keeper 
Initiative’s programs “valuable,” he 
said he is disappointed it does not 
specifically include efforts to re- 
duce police violence or community 
contact with police. 

Chen and likeminded activists 
pledge to continue beating the 
defund-the-police drum, even as 
city politics moves away from their 
direction. “Now our work is a little 
more broad and goes toward public 
education, organizing our neigh- 
bors and just creating community 
and really getting people to under- 
stand what public safety looks like 
without policing.” 


Benjamin Schneider is a staff writer at SF Weekly. 
Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer. 


© @urbenschneider © @vronirwin 
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Hyphen hosts a group show at Space Gallery in San Francisco in 2010. 


inity history. BYGRACEZ. LI & IDA MOJADAD 


N THE CUSP of its 18th 

birthday, Hyphen — a San 

Francisco-founded indie 

magazine dedicated to am- 
plifying Asian American perspec- 
tives — received an unpleasant 
surprise. 

Andrew Kuo and Kareem Rahma 
— former executives at A+E Net- 
works, the New York Times, and 
VICE — were launching Hyphen 
Media, a new podcasting company 
with considerable investor backing 
and a stunningly similar moniker 
and mission: to “tell colorful sto- 
ries” by underrepresented voices. 
Even its logo bore some eerie 
resemblances to the nearly two-de- 
cade-old magazine's. 

“Someone on Twitter was like, 
it kind of looks like if the Hy- 
phen logo was faxed and it got 
jammed,” Karissa Chen, Hyphen’s 
editor-in-chief, says. To Chen, the 
overlapping name felt like a “slap 
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in the face” because the media 
company’s branding looked so 
similar to her own volunteer-led 
“scrappy Magazine, to the point 
of confusing longtime readers who 
thought Hyphen was starting a 
podcast. That was not the case — 
Hyphen (the magazine) is not con- 
nected to Hyphen Media at all. 

It is unclear whether the emerg- 
ing media company was aware of 
the magazine's existence prior to 
its founding. Hyphen Media did 
not agree to provide on-record 
responses to SF Weekly, except 
to confirm it agreed to change its 
name, which already had been 
trademarked by Hyphen the 
magazine. This came after online 
backlash from longtime Hyphen 
readers and correspondences with 
the Hyphen staff. 

And while Hyphen editors and 
the to-be-renamed Hyphen Media 
were able to come to an “amicable 
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resolution,” the debacle opened 
up a conversation about what it 
means for communities of color 
in the United States to write over 
their own history. 

“It erases the extraordinary 
amount of community labor that 
has gone into Hyphen,” Melissa 
Hung, the founding editor of 
Hyphen, says. “It’s not just a mag- 
azine — it’s an incubator that has 
mentored hundreds of creators 
and community folks and gave a 
lot of people their first chance at 
being published.” 

When Hung took to Twitter to 
express her concern, she ignited 
a wave of social media outcry by 
famed Asian American writers and 
activists like Cathy Park Hong, Al- 
exander Chee, Jay Caspian Kang, 
Angry Asian Man (also known as 
Phil Yu), and Helen Zia. “WTF? 
Hyphen magazine still lives, 
shining its light and warmth on 
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lan American Magazine Fights Erasure 


the AAPI communities, as it has 
done brilliantly for many years,” 
Zia tweeted. Several pointed out 
how the magazine’s readership 
already had been parsing issues 

of pan-Asian identity for nearly 
two decades in a way mainstream 
media is only starting to consider, 
all while doing so on a “shoestring 
budget.” 

“People showed up for us,” Chen 
says. “They can try to erase us — 
but the community that we serve 
knows.” 


ASIAN AMERICA MEANS HOME 


Hyphen, the magazine, and Hy- 
phen Media, the audio company, 
shared plenty of similarities from 
the get-go: They share the same 
name and mission for uplifting 
diverse stories through media by 
Asian American founders. 

But while Hyphen Media 
launched with a string of names 
of investors that would be backing 
the project, Hyphen the magazine 
— founded in 2002 as a budding 
media project between 30 Bay 
Area activists and local journalists 
— historically has been under- 
funded and under-resourced. It 
is the very definition of “a labor 
of love.” (Which, as Hung noted 
online, came overwhelmingly from 
women.) 

In 2015, Hyphen had to halt its 
print issue because of budget con- 
straints. Local fundraising events 
such as Mr. Hyphen, a pageant 
that challenged conceptions of 
Asian American masculinity, were 
put on hold because of the massive 
effort it would require from its vol- 
unteer staff. 

“For more than a decade, [ lit- 
erally worked for 20 to 30 hours a 
week on top of having a full-time 
job,” Hung says. “Many other peo- 
ple put in hours like that because 
of the beliefs and the mission of 
sharing more nuanced and com- 
plex stories of Asian Americans. 
And there wasn’t really anything 
like it.” 

The early aughts were a long 
time away from 2018, when the 
Crazy Rich Asians era launched a 
new impetus for Asian American 
representation in the mainstream. 
But well before Hollywood took 





notice, Hyphen already was doing 
the work of carving out a space for 
“Asian America unabridged,” as 
their motto goes. It was a starting 
ground for many Asian American 
creatives in a media space that 
could be hostile to people of color. 

“We didn’t start by begging oth- 
ers to accept our stories, and that 
was a powerful and positive start,” 
Nina F. Ichikawa, executive direc- 
tor of the Berkeley Food Institute, 
told SF Weekly via email, adding 
that Hyphen was “pivotal” to her 
career. 

She’s not alone in that senti- 
ment. Pulitzer Prize finalist (and 
former SF Weekly staff writer) 
Bernice Yeung says she learned 
“crucial lessons” about the impor- 
tance of diversity in reporting that 
she’s applied to her journalism 
career ever since. Vogue editor 
Lisa Wong Macabasco recalled that 
her time at Hyphen gave her the 
confidence she needed to edit for a 
national magazine and understand 
the merit of her own voice. Amy 
Zhang, a producer on the Hassan 
Minaj-hosted comedy news pro- 
gram Patriot Act, grew as an editor 
at Hyphen. And the magazine 
gave freelance photographer An 
Rong Xu one of his “first chances” 
and served as “wind beneath my 
wings,” as he puts it. Xu now con- 
tributes to the New York Times, 
the New Yorker, and the Washing- 
ton Post. 

Despite its limited resources, 
Hyphen always has been a place 
for radical stories and emerging 
artists. “If we go back to early 
issues, when they were still in 
print, they did everything from 
economic justice — that members 
of our community face that aren't 
talked about because of the model 
minority myth — to questions 
of sexuality, gender fluidity, and 
identity,’ Vincent Pan, executive 
director at Chinese for Affirmative 
Action, says. “A lot of the ways we 
make progress in the API commu- 
nity both in terms of how we're 
understood and how we under- 
stand one another — that goes 
directly to Hyphen.” 

One example Chen cites is 
“Against ‘Fire and Fury,” an inter- 
view series Franny Choi conducted 
on the impact that rising tensions 
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between the United States and 
North Korea would have on Kore- 
an Americans. Most mainstream 
American news media interviewed 
foreign policy experts — few 
considered the ramifications that 
sanctions and political threats 
would have on everyday people in 
the Korean diaspora. “Sometimes, 
we published stories on topics that 
wed see in the New York Times, 
three years later,” Momo Chang, 

a senior contributing editor at 
Hyphen, said to SF Weekly in an 
email. 

Hyphen also played a big part in 
community work. “You have San 
Francisco's legacy for progressive 
change and innovation, and I think 
that means something special for 
the Asian American community 
in the Bay Area,” Pan says. For ex- 
ample, in 2018, Hyphen partnered 
with the Oakland nonprofit Asian 
Prisoner Support Committee to 
create an anthology that featured, 
centered, and mentored incarcer- 
ated Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 

And, aside from serving the 
community, Hyphen worked to 
create it. Nearly every person SF 


Weekly reached out to recalled the 
“life-long friends” and community 
they made at Hyphen. UC Santa 
Barbara professor erin Khue Ninh 
recalls the “vibrant camaraderie” 
she felt at the magazine — where 
“Asian America means home’: “It’s 
that kind of sense of possibility I 
want to midwife for my students, 
where they don’t have to fret about 
whether Asian American identity 
is real; they know it is, and they 
know they’re creating it.” 


SHORT MEMORY 


As much as Hyphen cultivated 
and welcomed Asian American 
creatives where typical gatekeepers 
may not have, the magazine had 
community history to thank for 
getting it to that point. 

When Hyphen started, Hung 
says, founders made it a point to 
reach out to veteran journalists 
and others with a longstanding 
history in the community. Instead 
of starting from scratch, the fol- 
lowing generations benefit from 
the “wealth of knowledge” that 
comes with that experience being 
passed on. 


Cul Meet 


3585 California St., S.F., CA 94118 


“There is a loss of knowledge 
transfer and lack of respect for 
the history when we don’t take a 
moment to do that,” Hung says. 
“It’s really important for people 
to know their history. It does not 
help the community to have such 
a short memory. We need to pre- 
serve and celebrate these stories 
and understand what has come 
before us.” 

Even as ethnic studies options 
expand in colleges across the 
nation, basic histories about peo- 
ple of color in the United States 
already are tough to find in the 
country’s Eurocentric education 
system. Oftentimes, younger 
generations must seek that in- 
formation scattered throughout 
an increasingly vast internet eco- 
system. So when that knowledge 
gap comes from someone within 
the same community, it veers into 
self-sabotage. 

“There’s already so much erasure 
of our communities happening 
in this country because of the 
systemic racism that Asian Amer- 
icans don’t have to do,” Chen 
says, noting that one of the most 
insidious forms of erasure comes 
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from within. “To do more 
of that within our commu- 
nity — to erase the work 
that people within our 
community have done by 
other Asian Americans 
— I think is what is most 
hurtful. Because why 

are we doing that work 
for the system that is 
already existing to do 
that?” 

What the team be- 
hind Hyphen Media 
could have done — and 
could still do — differ- 
ently, Chen says, is to 
share their resources 
with those who don’t 
have them, and build 
upon the community work that 
made this initiative possible in the 
first place. 

“It’s already so hard to make 
space for our stories, to make 
space for our people to do this 
work,” Chen says. In a hopeful 
world, Chen would be able to pay 
her contributors at the market 
rate for their writing and pay her 
volunteer staff something. “Why ar- 
en't we sharing these resources to 
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lift each other up so that we all can 
continue to do this work? So that 
we can build upon the people who 
have come before us? That to me is 
the deeper thing that’s troubling.” 


Grace Z. Li is a staff writer for SF Weekly. 
Ida Mojadad is a staff writer for The Examiner. 
© news@sfweekly.com 
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Workplace Violence is Increasing 
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Early reporting of workplace harassment is a vital step in stopping workplace violence before it starts. 


BY CHRISTOPHER B. DOLAN 


HIS WEER’S COLUMN is a 

follow-up to last week’s article 

on workplace violence, includ- 
ing shootings. That column spoke 
about the rights and responsibili- 
ties of a business owner to create 
a safe workplace. This column will 
inform you, as an individual and/ 
or employee, may seek protection 
if you are concerned about work- 
place violence or the potential for 
violence from a family member or 
coworker. 

While employers are able to 
obtain Workplace Violence Re- 
straining Orders, employees 
(and individuals outside of the 
workplace) are able to obtain Civil 
Harassment Restraining Orders 
to protect themselves against 
stalking, harassment and threats 
of violence. California Code of Civ- 
il Procedure (C.C.P.) Section 527.6 
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provides an individual the right to 
obtain a temporary restraining or- 
der, and if warranted, a three-year 
restraining order and in some in- 
stances, criminal penalties may ap- 
ply. The basis for a restraining or- 
der can include a course of conduct, 
which constitutes harassment 
of an individual via phone, text, 
email, or other method of com- 
munication (California Penal Code 
Section 653(m)); 
stalking (Califor- 
nia Penal Code 
Section 649.6); or 
harassment (C.C.P. 
Section 537.6 (b) 
(3). What follows 
is a definitions of these behaviors. 
As stated in the California Code 
of Civil Procedure, a “course of 
conduct” is a pattern of conduct 
composed of a series of acts over a 
period of time, however short, ev- 
idencing a continuity of purpose, 
including following or stalking 
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an individual, making harassing 
telephone calls to an individual, or 
sending harassing correspondence 
to an individual by any means, 
including, but not limited to, the 
use of public or private mails, in- 
teroffice mail, facsimile, or email. 
Constitutionally protected activity 
is not included within the meaning 
of “course of conduct.” 

The California Penal Code states 
that “electronic 
harassment’ is 
when someone, 
with intent to 
annoy, telephones 
or makes contact 
by means of an 
electronic communication device 
with another and addresses to or 
about the other person any obscene 
language or addresses to the other 
person any threat to inflict injury 
to the person or property of the 
person addressed or any member 
of his or her family, is guilty of a 
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misdemeanor. 

Under the law a “stalker” is 
someone who willfully, maliciously, 
and repeatedly follows or willfully 
and maliciously harasses another 
person and who makes a credible 
threat with the intent to place that 
person in reasonable fear for his or 
her safety, or the safety of his or 
her immediate family. In addition 
to obtaining a restraining order 
against a stalker, the stalker may 
also be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

“Harassment” is unlawful vio- 
lence, a credible threat of violence, 
or a knowing and willful course of 
conduct directed at a specific per- 
son that seriously alarms, annoys, 
or harasses the person, and that 
serves no legitimate purpose. The 
course of conduct must be that 
which would cause a reasonable 
person to suffer substantial emo- 
tional distress and must actually 
cause substantial emotional dis- 
tress to the petitioner. 
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“Credible threat of violence” is a 
knowing and willful statement or 
course of conduct that would place 
a reasonable person in fear for the 
person's safety or the safety of the 
person's immediate family, and 
that serves no legitimate purpose. 

There is a form which an individ- 
ual can fill out, a Civil Harassment 
Training Order, created by the 
Judicial Council of California, Form 
CH-100 (just enter into your brows- 
er to locate the form.) Once Form 
CH-100 is stamped by the Court, a 
Temporary Restraining Order Pend- 
ing Hearing, may be obtained and 
provide protection for a period of 
time up to 25 days by which time a 
hearing for a permanent injunction 
must be set where the Respondent 
may present evidence arguing 
against the execution of a perma- 
nent restraining order. 

For a temporary or permanent 
Order to have an effect, it must 
be served on the person to be re- 
strained (the Respondent) and the 
police. You should not be the one 
to serve the Respondent as they 
may react violently. A Temporary 
Restraining Order goes into effect 
immediately and the Respondent 
(harasser, stalker, etc.), is imme- 
diately ordered to stay away from 
the protected parties (which can 
include family members and ani- 
mals). The Temporary Restraining 
Order can include orders enjoining 
a party from harassing, intimidat- 
ing, molesting, attacking, striking, 
stalking, threatening, sexually 
assaulting, battering, abusing, 
telephoning, including, but not 
limited to, making annoying tele- 
phone calls, destroying personal 
property, contacting, either direct- 
ly or indirectly, by mail or other- 
wise, or coming within a specified 
distance of, or disturbing the peace 
of, the petitioner. The Order can 
also result in the Respondent hav- 
ing to surrender any guns, firearms 
and ammunition they may possess. 
Violation of a temporary or perma- 
nent restraining order can result, 
fines, arrest and incarceration. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner of the 

Dolan Law Firm. Matthew D. Gramly is a Senior 

Associate Attorney based in our San Francisco office. 
help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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Section 8 Waiting List Opening 


Bayview Apartments will be accepting applications for our one, two, three, and four bedroom 
Section 8 rental units. Some units available for immediate occupancy. Applications will be 
accepted through our online portal BayviewAptsSF.com from June 10th, 2021 at 1:00 pm to 
June 23rd, 2021 at 5:00 pm. An electronic lottery will be held after the application period closes 
to establish the waiting list order. 


Incomplete applications or applications submitted after the deadline will not be accepted. 
Household members can only appear on one application. If an application contains household 
members that are on other applications for this listing, all of them will be disqualified. Any fraud- 
ulent statements will cause application to be removed from the waiting list. 


Rents for this affordable housing program are based on total gross household income. Appli- 
cants must be income eligible and meet occupancy guidelines. Households must earn no more 
than the maximum income levels noted below: 


50% HUD Median Income Limits 

















Household Size 1 Person 2 Persons 3 Persons 4 Persons 
mee nnn! $63,950 $73,100 $82,250 $91,350 
Income ? ( : : 
Household Size 5 Persons 6 Persons 7 Persons 8 Persons 
wee anne! $98,700 $106,000 $113,300 $120,600 
Income , ; ; ; 




















Note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, applications will not be distributed or accepted on-site. 
Applicants may submit paper applications by downloading a blank application on our online 
portal BayviewAptsSF.com and mailing a completed application to the following address: Bay- 
view Apartments, 5 Commer Court, San Francisco, CA 94124. Mailed applications must be 
received by 5 p.m. on June 23rd, 2021. Postmarks are not accepted. Applications received after 
this date and time will not be accepted. 


Application information and our resident selection criteria is available on the online portal at 
BayviewAptsSF.com. You may begin submitting applications starting June 10th, 2021 at 1:00 
pm. The open application period will end on June 23rd, 2021 at 5:00 pm. Please contact Relat- 
ed Management for building info at 415-285-7344 or email us at BayviewSF@related.com 


If you need help filling out an online application, you can contact a rental housing counselor. 
A list of names and contact numbers can be found at this link: housing.sfgov.org/hous- 
ing-counselors 


Income limits are subject to change based on changes to the Area Median Income as published 
by HUD, and the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee. 
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Community Patrol Aims For Mid-Market 





The Mid-Market Vibrancy and Safety plan will deploy ‘community ambassadors’ along with sworn officers in the Mid-Market neighborhood, 
which borders on the Tenderloin (pictured). 


~ BY VERONICA IRWIN 


N APRIL 29, Kenny Reed of 

Suisun City was shot and 

killed at the intersection of 

Mason & Market at 4:49 
p.m. It was a horrific scene. Reed 
was a victim of a triple shooting, 
which also struck two San Francis- 
co residents — leaving them with 
non-life threatening injuries — in 
broad daylight. 

For the dozens of stunned pass- 
ersby who witnessed the scene, the 
message was clear: downtown San 
Francisco isn’t safe, even while the 
sun is out. 


But for people who actually 
live and work in the Mid-Market 
neighborhood, crime — driven by 
poverty, addiction, and a weak so- 
cial safety net — has been a fact of 
life for months or years, depending 
on who you ask. 

As San Francisco remains un- 
able to stem rising rates of drug 
overdoses and effectively address 
its ballooning population of un- 
housed individuals, burglaries in 
Mid-Market have also been climb- 
ing. Between January and June of 
this year break-ins up 38.8 percent 


compared to the same period 
pre-pandemic in 2019, according 
to SFPD data, assaults are also up 
9.4 percent. The change has been 
visible to any San Franciscan or 
regular city visitor, as encamp- 
ments and open drug use has crept 
deeper into SoMa. Used syringes 
and charred strips of aluminum 
foil litter the sidewalks. 

It’s undeniable that there is an 
active humanitarian crisis happen- 
ing in Mid-Market. But who are 
the victims? 

A new safety program, born 


out of a collaboration between 

the Tenderloin, Mid-Market, and 
Civic Center Community Benefit 
Districts, the Mid-Market Busi- 
ness Association, Urban Alchemy, 
BART, SFPD, and the office of 
Mayor London Breed, attempts 

to answer to some stakeholders’ 
needs by adding “vibrancy” and 
“safety” to the neighborhoods. The 
plan includes an increased, visible, 
armed police presence that began 
on May 19, and the deployment 
of Community Ambassadors from 
the organization Urban Alchemy 
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on every block. Proponents praise 
the plan for using both police and 
individuals with lived experience 
in low-income communities to 

not just punish wrongdoers, but 
connect people down on their luck 
with social services. But social 
justice advocates in favor of de- 
funding the police say the program 
prioritizes business interests over 
local crime’s true victims: those 
who suffer from violence and the 
cycles of poverty and incarceration 
that over-policing exacerbates. 

An equitable safety plan should 
“center victims and survivors who 
are least represented in conversa- 
tions around public safety,” says 
Tinisch Hollins, Executive Director 
of Californians for Safety and Jus- 
tice. The organization has published 
a Blueprint for Shared Safety, which 
outlines guidelines, in detail, for 
drafting equitable safety programs. 
One of the key tenets is putting 
crime survivors at the center. “I 
would argue that the Mid-Market 
Community Business District, or 
Merchants Associations, are proba- 
bly a lot more influential in conver- 
sations around public safety.” 

Though social justice activists 
are not particularly organized in re- 
sponse to the hyper-local plan, they 
say it is yet another example of 
why they are often at odds with the 
mayor and former supervisor over 
criminal justice reform. As proven 
by her biography — the mayor grew 
up in Western Addition housing 
projects and has had members of 
her own family killed by the police 
— Breed knows well the tension 
between the police and low-income, 
BIPOC communities. She also 
consistently disappoints activists, 
who say she leans on police to solve 
the city’s problems. They point to 
a scandal last year, in which un- 
earthed texts showed Breed asking 
Police Chief Scott and others to 
clear homeless of the city’s side- 
walks because they were out too 
late or she was “in the area having 
lunch.” They also point out that 
despite Breed’s pledging to redirect 
significant funding from the SFPD 
budget into Black communities, her 
proposed budget for next year actu- 
ally increases police funding. 

The Mid-Market Vibrancy and 
Safety Plan is “very consistent 
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Tf we can swim further 
upstream, and address the 
root causes, then we increase 
the chances of well being for 


with what the mayor has done 
over the past several years, which 
is paying lip service to this idea of 
responding to public health crises 
with public health professionals. 
But instead, in practice, doing the 
exact opposite,” says Jamie Chen, 
an activist with the Defund SFPD 
Campaign. “Instead of addressing 
the root causes of substance use 
disorders, and homelessness, this 
plan really doubled down on the 
failed War on Drugs, and then 
tried to cover it all up in the rheto- 
ric of public and social justice.” 
For the record, the Mid-Market 
plan does not directly increase 
police funding — SFPD says they 
have simply been ordering more 
of their officers to the area who 
would usually work elsewhere. 
Though the SFPD press office 
would not say how many more 
officers have been working in the 
neighborhood since they were 
initially deployed on May 19, the 
Chronicle reported that the pro- 
gram includes 26 sworn officers: 
18 during the day and 8 in patrol 
cars at night. However, the plan 
does include $8.8 million in city 
funding and another $3 million 
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from UC Hastings to pay for un- 
armed Community Ambassadors 
from Urban Alchemy. 

That might seem like a satisfying 
concession for social justice advo- 
cates: after all, Urban Alchemy am- 
bassadors are deployed to the area 
to connect people to social services, 
rather than arrest them. However, 
Chen says he’s suspicious. Part of 
the ambassadors’ job is reporting 
crimes in the area, which Chen says 
is just policing by another name. “A 
teacher who sends a student to the 
school resource officer instead of 
dealing with a behavioral issue in 
the classroom, that is an example 
of policing,” says Chen. “Just as a 
Community Ambassador, who's 
surveilling unhoused people, col- 
lecting evidence, and reporting to 
the police is another example of 
policing.” 

Steve Gibson, interim director 
of the Mid-Market Business As- 
sociation, says that the original 
proposal for a safety plan drafted 
by the Business Association and 
neighborhood community benefit 
districts did not include SFPD 
— that, he says, was the mayor’s 
idea. He and his colleagues draft- 


ed the plan because homeless 
encampments were blocking the 
doors to several businesses they 
represent, who were already strug- 
gling to keep their doors open 
amidst the pandemic. However, 
he understands why the mayor’s 
office believes police are necessary 
to address other problems in the 
neighborhood, like a stolen goods 
market near UN Plaza. “Those 
things need police powers to deal 
with, in addition to Urban Alche- 
my’s role.” 

Both Urban Alchemy and the 
mayor's office did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

The Mid-Market Vibrancy and 
Safety plan will likely be effec- 
tive in solving business owner’s 
problems: afterall, a visible police 
presence is a fairly strong incentive 
to get petty criminals, poor folks, 
and unhoused people to move 
to a different area or hide their 
hardship from public view. Critics, 
like Chen, say the plan was likely 
formed with that goal in mind. 

But it’s the goal itself that is the 
problem. Prioritizing the needs of 
the least marginalized limits the 
program’s success: safety does not 
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“trickle down” from the wealthy to 
the poor. However, focusing on the 
needs of the most marginalized — 
addressing drug crime by focusing 
investment in addiction treat- 
ment, for example, or extending 
support to victims of violent crime 
who may be, themselves, perpe- 
trators of petty theft or drug use, 
promotes healing for everyone. 

“If you have experienced a loss 
that impacts you personally, pro- 





fessionally, something should be 
done about that,” says Hollins. 
“But if we can swim further up- 
stream, and address the root caus- 
es, then we increase the chances of 
well being for everyone.” 


Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer. 
© @vronirwin 
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T’S BEEN MORE than a year 

since many of us last shared a 

bowl, joint, or bong. But as San 

Francisco inches ever closer to- 
ward being the first major U.S. city 
to attain herd immunity — and 
with California’s outdoor mask 
mandate lifted — vaccinated can- 
nabis enthusiasts are gathering 
together again and wondering: If 
everyone in the rotation has got- 
ten their full course, is it cool to 
puff and pass again? 

Rather than idly speculate while 
listening to Dark Side of the Moon, 
we asked several leading medical 
experts at UCSF whether fully 
vaccinated people can safely share 
cannabis with one another via 
their preferred method of toking. 

“The ethos of cannabis cul- 





ture is sharing,’ says Dr. Peter 
Chin-Hong, a UCSF professor of 
medicine and infectious disease 
specialist. “So of course this is an 
important question.” 

Passing joints and sharing bowls 
does involve the transmission of 
saliva and sitting in close quarters 
with another person for an extend- 
ed period leads to the inevitable 
exchange of those invisible clouds 
of contagion that we've all come 
to know as “respiratory droplets.” 
But we swapped saliva, droplets 
— and the germs that they car- 
ry — for years before COVID-19 
came along. As such, the doctors 
spoke with said fully vaccinated 
cannabis smokers can indeed pass 
the Dutchie. 

“There's very little risk of shar- 
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ing any of these bongs or devices,” 
Chin-Hong tells us. “If someone 

is vaccinated, and you're sharing 
with another vaccinated person, 
vaccinated people sharing with 
each other are generally safe.” 

It is important to remember, 
though, that level of safety only 
applies to individuals whom you 
are sure are indeed fully vaccinated. 

“If people are fully vaccinated, 
and they’re really vaccinated, we’re 
not doing Boy Scouts honor, I 
don't see there’s any much differ- 
ence than kissing.” says Dr. George 
Rutherford, UCSF Professor of 
Epidemiology. 

Be aware, though, there are vac- 
cine skeptics in the cannabis com- 
munity, as SF Weekly’s Veronica 
Irwin reported in her May 27 cover 


Again? 






story. And while 80 percent of San 
Francisco residents are vaccinated, 
that means another 20 percent are 
not. If you're holding the goods, 
you have every right to ask and 
confirm whether your fellow smok- 
ers are fully vaccinated. 

After all, you don’t want to be a 
part of a super spreader session. 
“If the unvaccinated folks come 
from multiple different house- 
holds, there’s a potential for two 
unvaccinated people to transmit 
COVID to each other,” Chin-Hong 
tells us. “The highest risk is obvi- 
ously from unvaccinated people 
from multiple households sharing 
it amongst themselves.” 

There are other risk factors to 
take into account. Namely, wheth- 
er one of your fellow smokers has 
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what doctors call “comorbidities,” 
or other diseases or conditions 
that could exacerbate a bout with 
the novel coronavirus. In a post- 
COVID world, it’s important that 
we be up front about our other 
medical conditions. 

“The only vaccinated folks to 
think about would be those who 
have compromised immune sys- 
tems, Chin-Hong says. “There’s 
more risk with them than with 
the general population, because 
we re not really sure how protected 
they are yet. It’s likely that they’re 
going to get some protection from 
the vaccine, but we’re not 100 per- 
cent sure.” 

We should also note that this 
advice applies only to the Bay 
Area. If our region truly attains 
herd immunity, it’s unlikely that 
exposures will lead to large out- 
breaks of COVID-19 — at least not 
locally — as the virus won't have a 
chance to spread the way it can in 
communities with low vaccination 
or immunity rates. 

“If you're in the Bay Area or San 
Francisco, chances are there’s so 
little COVID right now that the 
chance of a transmission occurring 


- is generally lower than before,” ac- 


cording to Chin-Hong. 

We have not mentioned vaping 
for a reason: It’s still a relatively 
new medium of cannabis delivery, 
and doctors are not yet confident 
on how safe it is. 

“Vaping in and of itself may be 
a risk factor for more severe dis- 
ease,” Rutherford cautions. “We’ve 
never really established that.” 

Finally, perhaps in an effort to 
appease the UCSF lawyers, Ruth- 
erford urges tokers to remember 
that COVID-19 isn’t the only 
pathogen to be concerned about 
when circling up around a blunt. 
“There's a million other things that 
could be transferred by the respira- 
tory route,” Rutherford says. “Ev- 
erything from influenza to some of 
the summer viruses, like respirato- 
ry syncytial virus to tuberculosis, 
on and on and on. In the larger 
sense, it’s probably not a great idea 
to share respiratory secretions.” 


Joe Kukura is a contributing writer at SF Weekly. 
news@sfweekly.com 
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HE MARQUEE OF my neigh- 
borhood theater proclaims, 
“We're very open.” Facebook 
correspondents ask me if 
“normal” people can go to the 
movies. I don’t know about nor- 
mal, but there was a very real audi- 
ence at the two very open theaters 
I visited recently. 
Breaking the quarantine-im- 
posed fast was a little frightening, 
but it wasn’t the danger of COVID 





that gave me pause. Rather, it was 
mentally preparing for going back 
into the dark, after one year away 
from movies. 

The two moviehouses I visited, 
24 hours apart, did everything 
imaginable to keep attendees as 
separated as possible. At one, they 
sealed off many of the seats with 
crime-scene ribbons. At the other, 
they'd taped off the drinking foun- 
tain, as well as every other sink 


BYRICHARDVONBUSACK 


in the men’s restroom, lest there 
was accidental contact between 
two people washing their hands at 
the same time. (Probably overkill. 
Whatever pigs we are in real life, 
we men are quite formal in public 
restrooms.) 

The coming attractions eased 
me back into the old experience. 
The Australian hit The Dry was pre- 
ceded by the usual mild-mannered 
trailers one expects from Land- 
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mark Theaters: “A very French love 
story’ blurbs the still-working A.O. 
Scott of the new Francois Ozon. 
Merci, Tony! Meanwhile, some 
hard-of-hearing elders sought 
their pre-assigned and socially-dis- 
tanced seats, shouting at each oth- 
er in the dimness. 

But the truth is, I didn’t feel like 
I was very back until the splashier 
previews preceding Cruella, which 
I took in on my second cinematic 
sojourn. 

Incidentally, Cruella was much 
better than it sounds, with Emma 
Stone reversing a venerable movie 
bit: “Without your glasses, you're 
beautiful!” She’s even more beauti- 
ful with her specks. This expensive 
romp’s 101 needle-drops float you 
through the chiffon-like plot, as if 
one were riding a pink fleecy cloud 
of Ambien. 

What shook me good was a wel- 
come-back montage before Cruella, 
advertising the extravaganzas 
later this year: Jungle Cruise, with 
Duane Johnson and Emily Blunt 
apparently impersonating the 
leads of a forgotten movie called 
The African Queen; Daniel Craig as 
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007, striding forth, buttoning up 
his immaculately tailored suit, and 
Scarlet Johannson’s superagent 
Black Widow plummeting out of 
planes and tumbling around Mos- 
cow. 

I hadn't even let myself think 
of how much I missed it all. Not 
just the “cinemaw is a universal 
language” style film, which, in 
the end, is where the real rewards 
are. How I'd yearned for all of that 
golden garbage. 

Much of Australia is monsoonal 
— two seasons, “the wet” and “the 
dry.” The tinderbox landscapes in 
The Dry mirror our parched Cali- 
fornia hills. It’s been one day short 
of a year since the last rain fell on 
a remote, dwindling farm town in 
Victoria state. But there are fresh 
flowers on three new graves. It’s 
the aftermath of a murder/suicide, 
seen in the beginning: first the 
shadows of the decorative wrought 
iron trim under a bungalow’s roof, 
then the sound of a wailing baby, 
and a slow tracking shot through 
a hallway splattered with arterial 
spray. 

Federal cop Aaron Falk (Eric 
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Bana, bringing in the covert yet 
soulful qualities of film noir stal- 
wart Robert Ryan) is bidden to 
return to Kiewarra for the funeral 
of a friend. The town chased him 
out when he was a teen. His best 
boyhood chum Luke (played in 
youth by Sam Corlett) was the 
culprit who seems to have killed 
his wife and eldest child, before 
blowing his head off in a dried-up 
lake bed. Alibis fall apart as Aaron 
unofficially investigates old friends 
and old enemies. 

He gets to know the local state 
patrolman Greg (Keir O’Donnell), 
an inexperienced younger cop 
dazzled by Aaron’s status as a fed. 
At the same time, Aaron warms up 
his old friendship with Gretchen 
(Genevieve O'Reilly), a keen single 
mom who may know more than 
she’s saying. 

What Genevieve does say 
has wit, with that affectionate 
disparagement that’s a mark of 
Australian vernacular. She parries 
Aaron’s questions over some glass- 
es of wine — "I thought we were 
just going to sit here and drink our 


body weight.” 


It’s based on a celebrated novel 
by Jane Harper, who co-scripted 
and co-produced. The women have 
the best lines; Miranda Tapsell is a 
standout as Greg’s canny, pregnant 
wife, who has her suspicions about 
Aaron, and can’t wait to put him 
under a magnifying glass. Renee 
Lim has a quieter, sadder role as an 
outsider, the traumatized wife of a 
schoolteacher. 

The women leaven this man’s- 
world tableau: dying farms, raging 
yokels almost as bad as the ones 
in Wake in Fright — a.k.a. Outback 
(1981) — and a tough hotel bar 
with a noisy alcove full of “pokies,” 
that is video poker slot machines. 
The glow of bushfires light up the 
night sky. From her kitchen, a 
granny watches her glowering off- 
spring getting out his shotgun to 
kill rabbits, an invasive pest Down 
Under. She tells Aaron “I keep 
asking him to shoot me, but he’s a 
sensitive soul, my grandson.” 

If it breaks no new ground, The 
Dry has a lot of ground to study. 
After a year’s cinema drought, 
the aerial shots of a car driving 
across the 50 shades of brown 


flatlands with a cloud of dust 
rising behind is, to use an A.O. 
Scott-ism, sumptuous. 

The climax is in super slow-mo, 
as if you wouldn't believe it unless 
you saw how it happened. | saw it 
and still didn’t believe it. And the 
central mystery is tied up like a 
Christmas package, with the redis- 
covery of hidden evidence found 
in startlingly pristine condition. 

However, director Robert Con- 
nolly, of the sub-Oliver Stone dra- 
ma The Bank (2001), solves that 
troublesome problem of matching 
decades old flashbacks with the 
present day story. He does it by 
returning again and again to the 
same place. In the old days of the 
1990s, it was a welcoming swim- 
ming hole, in which four teenage 
friends splashed in rough horse- 
play. Now, with two of the group 
in their graves, it’s a heat-blasted 
dry ravine, surrounded by euca- 
lypts dead of thirst. 


Richard Von Busack is a contributing writer. 
news@sfweekly.com 
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Raymond Saunders Looks Back 






Beauty in Darkness,’ Raymond Saunders. 


The Oakland artist finally acquiesces to aretrospective, ‘40 Years: Paris/Oakland.' 


BY JONATHAN CURIEL 


N DECEMBER OF 1994, Oak- 

land artist Raymond Saunders 

sat down for a two-hour in- 

terview with SFMOMA and 
explained why, at age 60 — when 
his paintings had been acclaimed 
for more than 30 years — he still 
refused to contemplate a retro- 
spective of his work. “I’m not in- 
terested in the past being my pres- 
ent,” he said then, sitting down in 
a gallery that featured one of his 
largest paintings. “I don’t want to 
know who Iam. I paint to try and 
access that.” 

So what does it mean that two 
San Francisco galleries collabo- 
rated on a major retrospective 
showcasing 40 years of Saunders’ 
work? Approaching 90, has Saun- 
ders finally slowed down into a 
kind of semi-retirement where his 
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past work is now his entire focus? 
Thankfully, the answer is no, as his 
Assistant Studio Manager Michele 
Berry tells SF Weekly that Saun- 
ders is still painting. 

Even so, the San Francisco 
retrospective, “40 Years: Paris/ 
Oakland,” marks a new phase in 
Saunders’ life. For years, he hada 
summertime Paris studio, and the 
exhibit at Casemore Kirkeby high- 
lights paintings from that studio, 
starting from the 1990s, that have 
rarely been displayed. The exhibit 
showcases works, starting from 
the 1980s, that have also been 
little exhibited, so walking through 
each room at Casemore Kirkeby is 
to see art that has never received 
a proper public showing — until 
now. A second exhibit recently 
completed its run at Andrew Kreps 
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Gallery on June 12. 

Emblematic of the art there: 
Saunders’ eight-foot-wide 
mixed-media triptych at Case- 
more Kirkeby that has all manner 
of markings, numbers, images, 
and lines that emerge like oases 
from the roughly painted black 
background that’s omnipresent 
in Saunders’ art. These oases are 
always a key part of the Saunders 
experience, from noticing them to 
interpreting them, and the 1990 
triptych doesn’t disappoint: In the 
lower left side is a Flash Gordon 
cartoon strip from 1943 where the 
strip’s hero joins people his foes 
call “treacherous natives,” while 
the upper left side features an 
image of an old galleon, and the 
middle and right sections feature 
squiggles, arrows, and other seem- 
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ingly random shapes. What they 
mean is up to the viewer. That’s 
why Saunders titles much of his 
work, “Untitled.” And it’s why, in 
that same 1994 interview, Saun- 
ders said this about art-goers who 
encounter his work: “I don’t want 
them to know anything; there’s 
nothing to know. The art is the 
reality.” 

All his life, Sanders has argued 
that his work shouldn't be labeled 
as “Black art.” Yes, Sanders is a 
Black American, but he wrote a 
highly discussed essay in 1967 
called Black Is a Color, which said 
Black artists like himself weren't 
there to “entertain” high society, 
shouldn't be judged on how popu- 
lar or commercially successful they 
were, and that activism wasn't his 
mission but that he allowed him- 
self “to hope that in the effort (of 
making art) some light, some love, 
some beauty may be shed upon the 
world, and perhaps some inequi- 
ties put right.” 

This last approach was evident 
in Sanders’ work called Beauty in 
Darkness at Andrew Kreps Gallery, 
which featured pre-Civil-Rights- 
era images that racially segregated 
Blacks from whites, including a 
brown sign that screams, over a 
black arrow pointing right, “No 
Colored Thru This Door.” Also 
on the painting, which Saunders 
made between 1993 and 1999: 

A “Bird Lives” scrawl, which pays 
homage to musician Charlie Park- 
er; a mostly black-colored heart; 
an old magazine photo of whites 
surrounding a lynched Black man; 
a photo of Malcolm X below the 
quote, “I live as if I am already 
dead”; a literal paint brush covered 
in brown paint; and chalk-like im- 
ages of nude Black women. 

Some of these images can be 
found in other Saunders paintings, 
as with his 1977 standout work, 
Charlie Parker [formerly Bird], 
which SFMOMA has in its per- 
manent collection. But that piece, 
which once stood prominently in 
one of the museum’s second-floor 
galleries, is now in storage, and 
who knows when it will return to 
its previously prominent position 


— or when SFMOMA might have a 


retrospective for Saunders, a Gug- 
genheim fellow who is one of the 





Bay Area’s most important living 
artists. 

In the meantime, there is “40 
Years: Paris/Oakland.” The exhibit 
at Casemore Kirkeby ends June 
26, so there is little remaining 
time to take in the San Francisco 
showings. Saunders, who rarely 
does interviews, considered an 
interview with SF Weekly but ul- 
timately declined — which leaves 
his 1994 SFMOMA interview as 
an important record of his vision. 
A Pittsburgh native who had the 
same high school art teacher as 
Andy Warhol, Saunders received 
formal art schooling at the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 
and the Barnes Foundation before 
getting his MFA from the Cali- 
fornia College of Arts and Crafts. 
Here’s what he said in 1994: “I’m 
an American. I’m Black. I’ma 
painter. So all those things enter 
into what it is that becomes what 
I present.” 

That's Saunders’ legacy: He 
makes art that externalizes his 
own feelings in that moment of 
making. And that’s all he asks of 
art-goers who see his work for the 
first time or have seen it over and 
over again: See in the art what you 
will. There’s always a hell of a lot 
to see in a Sanders works, which 
are like curated, collaged tsunamis 
of ideas, connections, thoughts, 
and things that Saunders might 
even classify as objet d'art, like the 
street signs, albums, and rolled-up 
paper that spring from his can- 
vases. Even the in-between spaces 
in Saunders’ art, where nothing 
seems to be there but black paint, 
says a lot about Sanders’ idea of 
himself and the world at large. 


Jonathan Curiel is a contributing writer. 
© @WwriterJCuriel 
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Jomar Tagatac as Gordon Hirabayashi in ‘Hold These Truths’ by Jeanne Sakata, directed by Jeffrey Lo. 


EFORE HEADING UPSTAIRS 
to the San Francisco Play- 
house’s production of Hold 
These Truths, I got a first- 
hand glimpse of what the “new 
normal” looks like, at least in the 
short term: A sign directs patrons 
to a mostly-empty room where 
two Playhouse members greet 
them with temperature checks, 
hand sanitizer, and contact-tracing 
questions. After showing off my 
new vaccine card, I was givena 
colorful sticker to let everyone else 
know that I'd passed the screening. 
Upstairs I discovered the bar 
was closed and devoid of its usu- 
al pre-show bustle. A masked 
Susi Damilano (co-founder and 
producing director) made the 
rounds, greeting the first in-per- 
son patrons in more than a year 
and explaining that opening the 
bar would have required serving 
food, something they’re not yet 





prepared to do. Instead, the tables 
have free mini water bottles and 
laminated QR codes for down- 
loading the digital-only programs. 
In the theater proper, all parties 
(individuals and pairs only) were 
separated by at least two seats on 
either side and at least one row 
behind and in front. 

As I took my seat in the theater, 
it wasn't lost on me that these 
life-saving procedures, along with 
sheltering in place, have been 
falsely equated to slavery and 
World War II internment camps; 

I mulled this over as I waited for 
the play — which is set against the 
backdrop of Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt’s shameful Executive Order 
9066 — to begin. 

Hold These Truths focuses on 
the late activist Gordon Hiraba- 
yashi, as played by Jomar Tagatac. 
Though Hirabayashi experienced 
his fair share of micro- and mac- 


racism. BY CHARLES LEWIS III 


ro-ageressive racism, it seems that 
none of it shook his loyalty to the 
country in which he was born. He 
grows up a God-fearing Christian 
farm boy in Washington with his 
Japanese parents, he enrolls at the 
University of Washington, and he 
makes friends of all stripes. Most 
of all, he holds true to the Japa- 
nese proverb instilled in him by his 
parents: “To stay out of trouble, 
one must be inconspicuous’. 

That all serves him well until 
the morning of Dec. 7, 1941. The 
attack on Pearl Harbor seems to 
de-legitimize him and his family’s 
citizenship overnight. Although 
Hirabayashi remains almost fool- 
ishly optimistic, that hope evap- 
orates as he watches the homes 
of his parents and his neighbors 
seized by the very government to 
which they pay taxes. It’s at this 
point that Hirabayashi moves from 
passive compliance to aggressive 
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defender of the rights he and other 
Japanese-Americans were denied. 

Hold These Truths playwright 
Jeanne Sakata spent countless 
hours interviewing the real Hira- 
bayashi and those close to him. 
When the play premiered in 2007 
(as Dawn’s Light), it played for 
audiences now used to Arab and 
Middle Eastern citizens being 
racially profiled and attacked in 
“retaliation” for 9/11. There were 
no internment camps in the af- 
termath of Sept. 11, 2001, but 
anti-Arab racism was so prevalent 
that the oversimplified description 
of a “Ground Zero mosque” was 
enough to inspire coast-to-coast 
outrage. 

This production of Hold These 
Truths comes to San Francisco 
two decades removed from 9/11 
and 80 years removed from the 
Japanese bombardment of Amer- 
ica’s Pacific Fleet. But while the 
memories of those infamous days 
may have faded from the forefront 
of the American psyche, we now 
find ourselves in the midst of a 
new wave of violent anti-Asian 
sentiment — as fears of COVID-19 
have amplified baseline racial 
animus and an increased public 
awareness of systemic social ineq- 
uities have highlighted just how 
much work our country still has 
to do in righting the wrongs of the 
past. 

This only adds to the timeliness 
of the Playhouse’s production, 
directed with a steady hand by 
playwright Jeffrey Lo. It doesn’t 
hurt that Lo has the always-reli- 
able Tagatac at his disposal. The ac- 
tor — who, incidentally, appeared 
in the Playhouse’s last live show, 
Tiny Beautiful Things — finds just 
the right balance to keep Hiraba- 
yashis optimism from becoming 
ignorance. So, too, does he make it 
feel as if a potential court victory 
for Hirabayashi is a real possibility; 
it’s not just that we root for him, 
it’s that we believe his tenacity in 
defending what's right will pay 
off. That’s in spite of one loss after 
another setting him back. What’s 
more, Lo and Tagatac keep the 
people Hirabayashi encounters 
grounded, allowing them to be 
characters instead of caricatures (a 
frequent solo-show mistake). 
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SF Playhouse Reopens with ‘Truths’ 


Having seen Tagatac perform 
so many times over the years, one 
might be taken aback by the sight 
of the usually-bald actor in a wig. 
Thankfully, it’s a well-made wig 
that adds to the production. Simi- 
larly, Christopher Fitzer’s spartan 
wooden set, Heather Kenyon’s 
lights, and Teddy Hulsker’s projec- 
tions effectively follow Hirabayashi 
from the classroom to the court- 
room, from the farm to the desert, 
and even to the Supreme Court. 

Some have speculated San 
Francisco will be the first major 
U.S. city to reach COVID herd im- 
munity. That remains to be seen. 
Perhaps even less clear is what it 
will take for our city and country 
to overcome the recent rash of 
anti-Asian hate crimes. It’s a tes- 
tament to all involved that Hold 
These Truths gets such a top-notch 
production, but it’s a shame the 
events depicted so closely mirror 
events around us. 


Charles Lewis Ill is a San Francisco-born 
journalist, theater artist, and arts critic. 
thethinkingmansidiot.wordpress.com 
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Former 49er Breaks Genres and Stereotypes 
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Antone Exum defies shallow societal expectations — and then some — on his debut album ‘Xardinal Coffee.’ 
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Antone Exum's omnivorous journey through genres proves the potential of 
maximalism ina post-Spotify world. BYWILLREISMAN 


NTONE EXUM INSISTS 

that the stereotype of the 

modern-day athlete — hyper 

masculine, emotionally rigid, 
impervious to doubt — is a tired 
trope. As a former professional 
football player turned musician, 
Exum proudly cites famously an- 
drogynous and outré artists like 
David Bowie and Prince as his 
heroes, and he expressed surprise 
that his favorite artists would raise 
any eyebrows. 

“We're not all in the locker room 
listening to crazy heavy metal and 
hardcore hip-hop,” says Exum, a 
former San Francisco 49ers safety 
who records under the moniker 
EXUM. “There was an incredibly di- 
verse collection of people in those 
locker rooms and they had incredi- 
bly diverse music tastes.” 

Even when considering the 
variety of genres now coursing 
through the headphones of today’s 
NEL stars, the sheer ambition and 
creative range of Exum may still 
cause some listeners to do a double 
take. He may not come from the 
bad old football days of buzzcuts 
and mindless platitudes, but his 


debut album Xardinal Coffee rep- 
resents a bold declaration for a guy 
whose former profession was tack- 
ling people. The album, which was 
released on June 4, runs the gamut 
of modern music tastes, touching 
upon everything from dreampop 
to trap to hip-hop to neo-soul. 

Exum was a three-sport star 
growing up in Virginia, excelling 
in track and field, basketball and 
football, eventually earning a 
scholarship to play cornerback at 
Virginia Tech. After a successful 
college career, Exum was drafted 
by the Minnesota Viking and 
ended up enjoying a six-year NFL 
career as a safety, including three 
seasons (2017-19) on the Niners. 

A true Renaissance man, Exum 
has always dedicated much of his 
off-field time to music — scrib- 
bling poems and lyrics in his note- 
book while growing his eclectic 
playlist of hip-hop, R&B, indie, 
classic rock, and more. 

“T’ve always been enamored 
by what music can do to the lis- 
tener — particularly how it acts 
as this soundtrack to your life,” 
Exum says. “There can be different 
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sounds to different moments. And 
I always wanted to explore new 
music that could kind of match 
those moments. Like, right now, 
I’m sitting here drinking tea, 
watching the sun come into my 
kitchen, and ’'m thinking about 
what music would go with this 
moment.” 

Exum was able to take his mu- 
sical passion to the professional 
level in 2016, when he sat out the 
season due to an injury. 

“I definitely believe in divine 
timing, so when | got injured, | 
just saw it as an opportunity,’ 
Exum says. “I was writing a whole 
lot of music at home at the time, 
and I thought, ‘I have the resourc- 
es, I can afford to go to the studio, 
so why not?” 

Heartened by that experience, 
Exum continued to write and re- 
cord music. The nine tracks that 
comprise Xardinal Coffee are from a 
two-and-a-half year period dating 
back to the end of his playing days 
in 2019. They demonstrate what 
can be accomplished in a post-Spo- 
tify world, when a talented artist 
confidently embraces the mantle 
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of maximalism. 

“Dark Kept Secret” is the best 
Twin Shadow track not written by 
George Lewis Jr. — all brooding, 
wounded vocals, bellowing bass, 
and synthetic strings. The track 
is lovelorn, sexy, and catchy as 
hell, ending with a faded-out solo 
that would cause even the most 
self-assured glam rock axeman to 
practice his scales. 

Exum could have xeroxed the 
blueprint of “Dark Kept Secret” 
for the eight additional tracks and 
Xardinal Coffee would have been a 
crowd-pleasing set, but the album 
continually zigs when you think 
it will zag, making it an enrich- 
ing, engaging listen. “Portabella 
Mushroom’ is a murky, lights-low 
R&B tune praising the power of 
psychedelics; “Arrest the Dancer” 
is an ecstatic disco track cooked 
up directly from Nile Rodgers’ 
kitchen; and “Wolves Eat Wolves” 
is an ominous hip-hop number 
that feels like a more misanthropic 
Vince Staples, circa Summertime 
06. The album closes out with the 
gorgeous, dreamy “Muffin Years 
in Lydian,” an auto-tuned ambient 
number that could be the lovechild 
of Bon Iver and Frank Ocean. 

“I wanted to make sure that the 
listener never got too comfortable 
with this album — we wanted it to 
be fearless in exploring different 
sounds and genres,’ Exum says. “I 
didn’t want to be boxed in or put 
in one category, and I think ’m 
really just scratching the surface 
now on exploring different kinds 
of sounds.” 

Like his musical heroes, David 
Bowie and Prince, Exum also 
embraced the painstaking work 
of cultivating an overall aesthetic 
and image for the album, which 
he released on his own label, ticke. 
He helped championed the album 
artwork, an abstract expressionist 
rendering of an androgynous body 
crafted by Rosabel Ferber, and he 
worked closely with director Alli- 
son Bunce on his music videos. 

“Guys like David Bowie and 
Prince were conscious and delib- 
erate about every decision related 
to their music,” Exum says. “From 
their music videos to their media 
interviews to just how they walked 
down the street — they embraced 





something very specific. And then 
they could reinvent themselves 
completely” 

Even when playing in the NFL, 
Exum embraced the bold fashion 
sense of his icons, frequently 
dyeing his hair, wearing nail pol- 
ish and sporting gender-bending 
outfits. 

“IT was always going to do my 
thing,” Exum says. “As far as that 
was concerned, | didn’t give a fuck 
what anyone said or felt.” 

Exum says he loved shopping 
for those outlandish getups in 
San Francisco when he played for 
the 49ers. Although he lived in 
San Jose, he would make frequent 
excursions north to check out 
second-hand and vintage cloth- 
ing stores in the city. He didn’t 
get much of a chance to check in 
on San Francisco’s vibrant music 
scene, although he says he hopes 
to perform here this year, likely 
sometime in the fall. Before that, 
he will embark on a two-month 
tour of the Midwest and East 
Coast supporting Alex G, a soni- 
cally omnivorous indie rocker who 
shares Exum’s disdain for easy cat- 
egorization. 

Exum is already working on 
his second album, a collection of 
songs that will continue to push 
and blur genre boundaries. The 
athlete-turned-musician says he’s 
eager to pursue his unique brand 
of artistry while continuing to defy 
convention. 

“Tm never going to shy away 
from who Iam, whether I am 
playing football or making music,” 
Exum says. “I’m going to express 
myself and stay true to myself 
no matter what. And I’m looking 
forward to doing that through my 
music and my art.” 


Will Reisman is a contributing writer. 
© ©wreisman 
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SCREEN TIME 


San Franciscans may be obsessed with tech, but we aren’t amonolith. 


’ 7 


Sure, we use Slack to communicate with our landlords. But we're more than 
that—|promise. BY VERONICA IRWIN 


VEN IF YOU aren't on TikTok, 
you ve probably seen the viral 
video. A young brunette sits 
in Alamo Square with a polka 
dotted mask pulled below her chin, 
the collars of a three-quarter zip 
Patagonia fleece and a black down 
coat scrunching up around her 
neck. “Influencer economy. Creator 
economy. Passion economy,’ she 
says, wide-eyed and nodding. “Sili- 
con Valley’s not going anywhere.” 
San Francisco-based comedian 
Alexis Gay’s TikTok earned tens of 
thousands of views last year for a 
reason. The video, captioned “ev- 
ery single park hang in San Fran- 
cisco,” is a blizzard of MBA-speak 
and tech industry psychobabel 
familiar to anyone living in the Bay 
Area, whether they work in tech 
or not. 


The clip isn’t a problem in and 
of itself. It’s funny, spot-on, and 
should serve as a cold glass of wa- 
ter in the face of anyone with even 
a modicum of self awareness work- 
ing in the “information economy.” 
After all, how many of us heard 
Alexis say, “Sorry, I just have to 
send this one Slack,” and sighed in 
solidarity? 

The problem is, if you scroll 
hashtags like #SanFrancisco, #5F, 
and #SanFran on TikTok, you'll 
find a lot of people that seem un- 
cannily similar to the character 
Gay plays in the video — except 
for them, it’s no joke. On San Fran- 
cisco TikTok, users find relatable 
comedy videos about working 
from home, overly-produced com- 
pilations of the best places to grab 
coffee, and Bitcoin bros coaching 


their audience on how to “man- 
ifest” millions. For people who 
only know San Francisco by what's 
posted on the micro-vlogging app, 
we must look like a monolith of 
athleisure-clad, nootropic-hoover- 
ing workaholics — and considering 
the way Gen Z’s favorite app seems 
to drive the Zoomer zeitgeist, | 
worry that’s who the majority of 
younger Americans think we are. 
As with its most successful so- 
cial media predecessors, TikTok 
tends to group users into silos 
using a notoriously addictive algo- 
rithm that learns to show you con- 
tent you and other people you're 
connected with “like.” There’s 
“Skater TikTok” and “ATLA Tik- 
Tok.” In the first community, you'll 
find hours of footage of the world’s 
best skaters ollieing across Amer- 
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ica. In the second, you'll find fun 
dance routines, decadent Southern 
recipes, and slang tutorials. 

While Atlanta’s TikTok com- 
munity is one of the most active, 
regional groups on the platform, 
most major cities in the United 
States now boast their own group 
of region-specific creators. Cre- 
ators who dominate #LosAngeles, 
for example, post everything from 
touristy sight-seeing guides to 
slow-mo videos of street vendors 
overloading elotes. New York Tik- 
Tok boasts both a popular crew of 
fashion influencers alongside Gen 
Z political organizers. 

This regionally-focused content 
is more than just fodder for the lo- 
cals: it also serves as an accidental 
advertisement for the city it rep- 
resents. Many users are using the 
platform to decide where to travel 
next, preferring TikTok’s more ex- 
planatory video content to the pre- 
viously-preferred aesthetic stills 
of Instagram travel accounts. Real 
estate influencers on the platform 
are also using it to teach users how 
and where to buy a house. 

Though techies have become 
San Franciscans’ favorite punching 
bag, we all know they’re an im- 
portant part of our community — 
just not the only part. If Chicago 
gets to show off with both street- 
wear style guides and raucous vid- 
eos of nightlife, why can’t we have 
San Francisco TikTokers who are 
crabbers, or psychedelic musicians, 
or IPA aficionados alongside all 
the crypto evangelists telling us to 
invest in Doge? Why can’t we show 
the members of Gen Z — who 
make up 40 percent of users on 
TikTok — that we have something 
more to offer? 

Luckily, some creators are giving 
us a little more dimension online. 
Nick Cho, co-founder of Wreck- 
ing Ball Coffee Roasters became 
an overnight sensation as “Your 
Korean Dad,’ posting comforting 
POV-style videos that make the 
audience feel like they’re ona 
family outing. Jocelyn Chin posts 
inspiring videos of her luxury, 
custom-designed picnics at parks 
throughout the city. Kirk Maxson 
posts daily videos of sandcastles 
he makes with a unique technique 
of “dripping” wet sand rather than 
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SF isMore than What You See on Tik Tok 


molding the castles with his hands. 

However, these influencers are 
the exception, not the rule. The 
majority of the content repre- 
senting San Francisco on TikTok 
revolves around hybrid work mod- 
els, hustle culture, and the next 
big app. 

What’s missing, besides salty 
fisherman, psych rockers, and beer 
nerds? 

How about the Bay Area’s pro- 
gressive organizers, who trace 
their lineage back to Oakland’s 
Black Panthers and Berkeley’s Free 
Speech Movement? Or the folks 
who have been brewing their own 
kombucha in the Marin headlands 
since long before the pandemic 
pushed so many of us to try our 
hand at home fermentation? 

Speaking of Skater TikTok, it’s 
worth noting that Thrasher Mag- 
azine is based in San Francisco 
for a reason — the city has long 
been a skateboarding mecca. And 
speaking of magazines, the San 
Francisco-born Rolling Stone prac- 
tically invented serious pop music 
criticism. 

As for the tech industry, the 
shade and the skewering are well 
deserved. But for every TED Talk 
about “Making the World a Better 
Place,” there is a well-meaning 
startup that may actually make the 
world a better place. And while it’s 
true that Elon Musk is basically 
a blunt-smoking Bond villain, 
the success of Tesla undoubtedly 
played a role in getting General 
Motors to commit to an all electric 
fleet by 2035 and Ford to build an 
electric F-150. 

Look... sure — maybe we did 
use Slack to message our land- 
lord when the rent was late last 
month. Maybe we have been seen 
speed-walking the streets of the 
FiDi with an Airpod in each ear. 
Maybe the Allbirds and Patagonia 
puffy combo has outbeat the John 
Lennon sunglasses and flare-leg 
pants. 

But to Gen-Z TikTokers: we’re so 
much more than that. I promise. 


Veronica Irwin is a contributing writer. 
© ©vronirwin 
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Orgy Etiquette: Do WeNeed to Come Clean? 
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Plus: It's OK to be attracted to others, but you don't 
need to throw itin your partner's face. BYDAN SAVAGE 


UOJMAN 20r 


E’RE A HAPPILY married couple from Europe, longtime 
readers, both in our thirties, and both interested in having 

sex sometimes with other people. Before the pandemic we 
were invited to a private sex party in a major European capital. It 
was an age- and face-controlled swingers night with background 
checks on every participant. It was our first experience and it was 
eye-opening, wonderful, and very sexy, even though we were too 
shy to fool around with anyone else. But we promised ourselves we 
would return and explore further. Then COVID-19 happened and we 
couldn't travel. We decided to hook up with other people locally. We 
had amazing threesomes and foursomes, and it all went ridiculously 
well, up until the part when we got herpes from another couple. This 
other couple didn’t know they had it or didn’t bother to disclose. 
Herpes isn’t as common here as in the U.S., as far as my research 
went, and it was a huge bummer, but after educating and medicat- 
ing ourselves, we decided to continue having hookups with others. 
We tell everyone in advance because we believe it’s the right thing 
to do. Some cut us off, some don’t care, some admit they also have 
it, which always leaves us wondering if they would have admitted it 
without us “coming clean” first. 

We are still part of the online community that organized that 
wonderful party and, with things opening up here, they are begin- 
ning to plan the next event. We would love to go back. My question 
is: Can we? Should we? Should we tell everybody about the herpes? 
Or is that a risk you take at an orgy involving fifty or more peo- 
ple? We've read a lot about transmission and know that sometimes 
skin-to-skin contact is enough. We also know that it’s possible to 
have herpes and not be aware of it, which means other participants 
may already have it and not know. So what’s the right thing to do? 
Should we just pass up this orgy for the rest of our lives? Take the 
viral suppressants that weekend and fuck as many people as we can 
without worrying about it? 
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— Sincerely Wondering About Post-Pandemic Explicit Disclosures 
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M. I WOULD think an in- 
H vite-only swingers party with 

“age- and face-controlled” 
background checks (meaning: no 
olds*, no uglies**) would also put 
a few questions to prospective at- 
tendees about sexual health. If the 
organizers of this party don't re- 
quire you to disclose that you have 
herpes or other sexually-trans- 
mitted infections — because they 
enforce safer-sex protocols that 
minimize the risk of transmission 
and/or they quite rightly assume 
that anyone down to sex with fifty 
strangers in a single evening ei- 
ther already has herpes or at least 
willing to chance it — then I don’t 
think you have to disclose. 

Don't confuse “don’t think you 
have to” with “don’t think you 
should.” I think you should dis- 
close — I think you should keep 
disclosing — and if disclosing 
gets you scratched off the guest 
list, SWAPPED, you will have 
other opportunities to fuck other 
people in other major European 
capitals. I mean, you've been 
disclosing to couples locally and 
haven't exactly wanted for oppor- 
tunities... even during a pandem- 
ic. (People who weren't worried 
about catching COVID-19 during 
the pandemic — which isn’t over 
yet — probably weren't too wor- 
ried about catching herpes.) Yes, 
some couples ghosted after you 
disclosed but it sounds like just 
as Many or more weren't scared 
off. And the couples who ghosted? 
Some already have herpes and 
don’t know it — and HPV as well, 
SWAPPED, as both of these very 
common STIs are easily transmit- 
ted through skin-to-skin contact. 
Anyone who wants to avoid con- 
tracting them shouldn't have mul- 
tiple sex partners — or arguably 
any sex partners at all, consider- 
ing how common these infections 
are and, again, how easily trans- 
mitted they are. And anyone who 
attends orgies — anyone who's 
sexually active at all — should 
get regular STI screenings, get 
treated for treatable STIs, and 
refrain from having sex (or at- 
tending sex parties) when they’re 
symptomatic or still infectious. 
(And everyone can and should get 
the HPV vaccine and people with 





herpes can take meds that make 
outbreaks less frequent and less 
intense and make them less likely 
to pass herpes on to others.) 

And while it’s my official posi- 
tion that you should disclose — 


erosexual French man. (Sor- 

ry for my English.) I really 
love my girlfriend. Our rela- 
tionship is deep, we listen and 
understand each other, and 
we take care of the other. The 
sex is great, truly great. We 
try many different things and 
we try to fulfil our common 
desires and the desires of the 
other. Long story short: ev- 
erything with her and our re- 
lationship is perfect. The only 
thing is that she wants our 
relationship to be monoga- 
mous and I would like to have 
sex with 75 percent of the 
girls I bump into. Normally 
this is not a big deal because, 
since I’m not particularly at- 
tractive, there are not many 
girls that want to have sex 
with me. But during the four 
years we have been together 
I had some opportunities to 
which I had to say no. Once 
I kissed another girl and the 
day after I confessed this to 
my girlfriend. Now every 
time I find myself attracted to 
someone else | immediately 
tell my girlfriend. She doesn’t 
blame me for finding other 
women attractive or even 
when | confess to flirting with 
another woman, but I know 
she doesn’t feel good about 
it. If I have to choose I will al- 
ways choose her but I love to 
flirt. I would also love to see 
how is sex with someone else, 
as I have never had sex with 
anyone else. But at the same 
time I don’t want to hurt her 
and I feel childish for not 
being able to control my in- 
stincts. How do people get out 
of these sorts of situations? 


’M A 24-YEAR-OLD het- 


— Diligently Escaping 
Sexual Intercourses, 
Relentlessly Excited 


because, like you, I think disclos- 
ing is the right thing to do — my 
unofficial position is that anyone 
who has sex with fifty strangers in 
a European capital, be it major or 
minor, has volunteered for herpes. 


better than my (non-existent) 
French. No need to feel bad 
about that. 

Second... if you wanna feel bad 
about something, DESIRE, feel 
bad about being a jerk to your 
girlfriend. In other words: OH 
MY GOD, DUDE, SHUT THE 
FUCK UP. Stop running to your 
girlfriend to “confess” every time 
you have an impure thought about 
another woman. Constantly and 
needlessly reminding your girl- 
friend you would like to fuck other 
women is just cruel. She knows 
that, DESIRE, so you don’t need 
to tell her. You're not being hon- 
est, you re not being transparent, 
youre being an asshole. This is a 
relationship, DESIRE, not a meet- 
ing of Reluctant Monogamists 
Anonymous. (“Hi, my name is 
ASSHOLE BOYFRIEND and I’ve 
been monogamous for four years 
and each day is a struggle.”) If you 
don’t wanna be in a monogamous 
relationship with this woman, 
DESIRE, if monogamy isn't the 
price of admission you're willing 
to pay, end this relationship. But if 
it is a price you're willing to pay, 
DESIRE, then pay it and SHUT 
THE FUCK UP ABOUT IT. If you 
can't shut the fuck up about it — if 
you can't keep these thoughts to 
yourself and/or find someone else 
to confide in about them (a friend? 
a bartender? a pompier?) — your 
girlfriend is going to realize she’s 
paying way too steep a price and 
dump your ass. 


F IRST... YOUR ENGLISH is way 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


A former employee of Golden 


Gate Bell, LLC (“GGB”) has 
alleged that GGB’s wage 
statements, or paystubs, do 
not include GGB’s name and 
address. 


GGB disagrees and believes 
that its name and address 
were properly included on its 
wage statements. However, 


to address any concerns 
proactively, GGB is providing 
to non-exempt employees 
who worked between May 
13, 2018 through June 1, 
2021, all wage statements for 
each pay period they worked 
during that timeframe, which 
identify Golden Gate Bell, 
LLC as the employer and 


include the address of its 
company headquarters. This 
address, like those on prior 
wage statement versions, 
can be used to request or 
discuss information about an 
individual’s pay, update current 
contact details, and request 
duplicate pay or year-end tax 
statements. 


Your wage statements are 
available on the electronic self- 
service portal of GGB’s payroll 
vendor, and you can access 
them at http://eselfserve.com. 
If you do not have a username 
or password for this portal, 
or if you have forgotten your 
username or password, email 


passwordreset @ drgfood.com 
or call 702-951-8411, Monday 
— Friday, from 8am — 49m PST 
to obtain your username, and 
then follow the instructions to 
reset your password. 


If you attempt to access your 
wage statements via_ this 
portal after September 15, 


2021 and are unable to do 
so, or if you otherwise have 
any difficulties accessing your 
wage statements, please 
contact GGB at (702) 951- 
8411, Monday — Friday, from 
8am — 4pm PST. 


If you prefer to receive 
hard copies of your wage 
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statements, you may request 
them by calling GGB at the 
number above, and hard-copy 
wage statements will be sent 
by mail at no cost to you. 
6/17/21 
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EMPLOYMENT 





CH2M Hill, Inc., a Jacobs 
Engineering Group compa- 
ny, Project Engineer, Oak- 
land, CA Design, develop & 
test systems for managing 
industrial production & pro- 
vide analysis of construction 
management guidelines & 
requirements within CH2M. 
Travel Required. Mail re- 
sume to CH2M Hill, Inc., a 
Jacobs Engineering Group 
company, Attn: Miriam Gar- 
cia, 5985 Rogerdale Road, 
Houston, TX 77072 and ref- 
erence job code 6686.3748. 





Exelixis, Inc. seeks Asso- 
ciate Director, Drug Safety 
Quality Management in Ala- 
meda, CA to manage all as- 
pects of quality and compli- 
ance within drug safety dept. 
Up to 10% travel required. 
Telecommuting permitted 
one day per week. Apply at 
www. ae maser: com 
Ref # 69072 
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COMMERICAL RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price « Best Work 
Best Service 


Sr. Disc Free Est* Lic#937035 
650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 


CONSTRUCTION 


Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 








CONSTRUCTION 































MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen ¢ Bath * Additions 
Decks ¢ Stairs * Siding 
Plastering * Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419, 730-1816 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 





HAULING 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 
concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 








HARDWOOD FLOORS 


Hardwood Floors 
Installation & Refinishing 
Stairs: Installation & 
Refinishing 
Decks: Pressure washing, 
Sanding, & Refinishing 
Excellent quality. Good pric- 
es. Insured & bonded. 
Lic # 826784. Call Steve: 
415-424-9947 


AUP AA 


Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 
Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 


Call: 415-359-2600 














MASSAGE THERAPY 








HUGE BOOBS, 
SMALL WAIST 
CANDY AFRO-LATINA 
510-322-2859 
OUTCALL MASSAGE 
ONLY 


VY SWEET & 
PETITE 
Call Debbie at 
415-571-9873 





INTRODUCTION 
SERVICES 








** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily” 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 





Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 


36y0) 57,5600, 
8” functional 


4 oakland, lake merrit 


Sccorine iow on. Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 
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SFWEEKLY.COM 





San francisco Gxaminer 


Legacy’ 


REACH 
MORE 
READERS 


Call 
415-359-2600 
or visit 
SFWeekly.com 
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BY ROUND BARN 


THIS IS THE DESIGN THAT CHANGES IT ALL. 


TerraceFountaingrove.com 


Terrace@CityVentures.com | 707-657-3353 | 208 Semillon Lane, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 


All renderings, floor plans, and maps are concepts and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the buildings, fencing, walkways, driveways or landscaping. Walls, 


oBe windows, porches and decks vary per elevation and lot location. In a continuing effort to meet consumer expectations, City Ventures the right to modify prices, floor 
a. plans, specifications, options and amenities without notice or obligation. Square footages shown are approximate. *Broker/agent must accompany and register their 


client(s) with the onsite sales team on their first visit to the community in order to be eligible for any broker referral fee. Please see your Sales Manager for details. 2) 
City Ventures ©2021 City Ventures. All rights reserved. DRE LIC # 01979736. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY, 
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